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3 Themes

Community Volunteering

Volunteers provide significant contributions to regional 
NRM efforts, through both formally organised activities 
and their individual everyday actions. There are currently 
some 50 volunteer-based groups in the Mallee that support 
delivery against the objectives of this RCS.

Landcare represents the largest volunteer network in 
the Mallee, comprising 25 individual groups with some 
500 members. The Landcare movement has been 
instrumental in harnessing and promoting the interests  
of local communities in NRM since our first group, 
Millewa-Carwarp, was established in 1989.  

Landcare groups complete group health surveys as part 
of the Victorian Landcare Grants program delivered by 
Mallee CMA. The survey provides a snapshot of the 
capacity of the region’s Landcare groups to participate in  
NRM over time. While there has been variation in average 
group scores over the eight-year period, ranging from 2.8 
in 2017–18 to 5.2 in 2018–19, results generally indicate a 
‘moving forward’ to ‘rolling along’ assessment (Table 11).  

Partnerships

The number of formal partnerships established and 
maintained between organisations, Traditional Owners, 
community-based groups, and individuals contributes to 
our understanding of the extent to which NRM partners 
are working collaboratively towards achieving regional 
outcomes. A partnership is defined as an association 
of two or more organisations/individuals that has been 
formalised in writing; including arrangements such as 
memorandums of understanding, committee/working 
group terms of reference, and funding terms/conditions.    

Data presented in Figure 38 represents partnerships 
established and/or maintained to deliver Mallee CMA 
funded programs over the past six years. It does not 
however capture the significant collaboration formalised 
under regional partnership arrangements delivered 
through other (non-MCMA) funding initiatives57.  

Group Health Score
1 Just hanging on
2 Struggling along
3 Moving forward
4 Rolling along
5 Trail blazer
Total responses
Total Score
Average Group Health Score

2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 2019–20 2020–21

Table 11  |  Number of group responses and their respective Landcare Group Health Scores for each year, Mallee Region – data not 
available for 2016–17 (Source: Victorian Landcare Program: Group Health dataset, 2021).
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57 Addressing this information gap will be required under this RCS to support monitoring and reporting of progress against associated outcome and management targets.

Figure 38  |  Number of formal partnerships established and/or maintained under Mallee CMA Programs (source: Mallee CMA, 2021).


