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2 The Strategy

To fulfil its purpose, the RCS sets an aspirational vision 
for the management of natural, cultural and productive 
landscapes; the long-term (20-year) and medium-term  
(6-year) outcomes we seek to deliver through management 
of assets within these landscapes; and the 6-year 
strategic actions required to achieve these outcomes. 

The concept of assets is fundamental to NRM in the 
Mallee. Our assets are the biophysical elements of the 
environment that give our region significance, substance 
and meaning to both the local and wider community.

Each asset has its own significance which is derived from  
a complex combination of environmental, cultural, social 
and economic values that are attached to it by society.

The Asset Based Approach (ABA) applied by this RCS 
examines an asset’s significance against the level and  
trend of risks to ongoing asset condition, and the capacity  
and likelihood of effectively mitigating against those risks.  
This allows for the identification and prioritisation of 
interventions intended to protect or improve the condition 
of an asset in accordance with stakeholder expectations.  

This RCS applies two scales (whole of region and local 
landscapes) at which these asset x risk x intervention 
interactions are considered.

Regional assets

The RCS groups the key elements of our natural, cultural 
and productive landscapes that apply at a whole-of-region  
scale into five themes; Biodiversity, Waterways, 
Agricultural Land, Culture and Heritage, and Community 
Capacity for NRM. The definitions applied by the RCS  
to each theme are provided in Table 2.

Section 3 (Themes) of the RCS outlines: the current 
condition	of	assets	within	each	theme;	factors	influencing	
change in condition; priority directions for the future 
management of assets; the key federal, state and 
regional planning instruments informing these priorities; 
and the outcomes we are seeking to achieve through 
RCS implementation (i.e. 6-year targets) and beyond  
(i.e. 20-year targets).

2.1.2  Scope

Asset Theme Scope

Biodiversity

Waterways

Agricultural Land

Culture and Heritage

Community Capacity for NRM

Populations of threatened or significant species; occurrences of threatened ecological communities; and: terrestrial habitat 
provided by ecological vegetation classes and their contribution to landscape processes.

Rivers, streams, their tributaries, surrounding riparian land (including the floodplain), individual wetlands, wetland 
complexes, and their associated floodplain ecosystems (including groundwater dependent ecosystems and the 
groundwater flow systems and aquifers they are reliant on).

All parts of the landscape that have been developed for the purpose of dryland and irrigated agricultural production 
(including the soil and water resources they rely and impact on).

All tangible and intangible Aboriginal culture and heritage that has recognised cultural, historical or spiritual significance, 
and Traditional Ecological Knowledge rejuvenation, protection and application in cultural landscapes management.

The inherent knowledge, skills and motivation that the community has for effective and sustainable NRM (where ‘community’ 
encompasses all land managers, Traditional Owners, organisations, groups and individuals contributing to NRM related 
activity across the region).

Table 2  |  Regional asset themes applied to this RCS.


