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Trends in measures of condition within major parks and 
reserves remain stable, if not improving as a result of 
management interventions undertaken over the past 
30 years (e.g. reducing grazing pressure), and some 
large rainfall events experienced in the region over 
the same period25. Within the more fragmented areas 
of the landscape, remnant vegetation subjected to 
management interventions has also remained generally 
stable. Due to continuing threatening processes, declines 
in some measures of condition would however be 
expected within many remnants, especially those where 
threat mitigation actions have not occurred.

Management

The area over which targeted management actions are 
delivered in the Mallee has also been applied as a long-
term indicator of biodiversity condition. Consideration of  
site-based (point of investment) monitoring of these works 
enables associated changes in threat incidence/impact 
and asset condition �where aYailable� to be Tuanti¿ed 
and applied to broader assessments of the effectiveness 
of regional efforts to conserve biodiversity values. 

Data presented in Figure 18 represents works delivered 
through Mallee CMA programs over the past seven 
years� ,t does not howeYer capture the signi¿cant areas 
of threat mitigation actions undertaken annually on public 
and private land through other funding initiatives, or by 
individual (e.g. private, volunteer) efforts26. Ongoing 
assessments haYe identi¿ed both a reduction in threat 
processes and associated habitat improvements 
resulting from these works. 

For example, long-term rabbit control programs in the 
Mallee continue to maintain numbers below the regional 
threshold of <1 per spotlight km required to support 
regeneration processes. In 2021, ongoing transect 
monitoring of rabbit activity within the Mallee’s four 
remnant rangeland communities reported 91 percent 
of the kilometres surveyed had one or less rabbits 
recorded27. Site-based (annual) monitoring of targeted 
control programs identi¿ed that �� percent oI pre�
treatment rabbit numbers were less than one rabbit/ha 
(range between 4 and 0 per ha); increasing to 88 percent 
of sites post-treatment (range between 3.5 and 0 per ha) 28.

Monitoring oI a selection oI reYegetation sites identi¿ed 
that between 2011–2021, 49 percent of planted tubestock  
was recorded as surviving, and 69 percent of directly 
seeded sites report germination� ¿gures which continue 
to improve as previous learnings are employed.  
Furthermore, over the medium-term (i.e. >5 years) 
revegetation sites are showing evidence of ecological 
Iunctionality returning to the site� 6peci¿c changes 
recorded include: improved soil condition (i.e. reduced 
erosion); a reduction in threats (e.g., kangaroos, 
rabbits and herbaceous weed); evidence of habitat 
utilisation (i.e. movement/utilisation of species primarily 
birds using these areas as corridors); and improved 
ecosystem function (e.g. evidence of ongoing natural 
regeneration)29.

3 Themes

25 Parks Victoria: Conservation Action Plan for Parks and reserves managed by Parks Victoria, Mallee (2019).
26 Addressing this information gap will be required under this RCS to support monitoring and reporting of progress against associated outcome and management targets.
27 Parks Victoria (2021), Rabbit Transect Monitoring: unpublished data.
28 Mallee CMA (2021), Rapid Rabbit Assessments, unpublished data.
29 Mallee CMA (2021), Revegetation Monitoring, unpublished data.

Figure 18  |  Area managed for key threats under Mallee CMA Programs (source: Mallee CMA).
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