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Threatened species and communities

The 2018 State of the Environment report highlighted 
that a third of all of Victoria’s terrestrial plants, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, mammals, invertebrates and 
ecological communities are threatened with extinction. 

As of June 2021, Victoria’s Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act 1988 (FFG Act) Threatened List included: 54 Extinct,  
556 Critically endangered, 1,071 Endangered, and 303  
Vulnerable species21. Of these: 87 Critically endangered, 
��� (ndangered� and �� 9ulnerable species�communities 
have been recorded as occurring in the Mallee. At a  
national (EPBC) level, the region supports eight Critically  
endangered� �� (ndangered� and �� 9ulnerable species�
communities22. 
 
7able � shows the number oI flora and Iauna species 
and communities currently listed as threatened under 
federal (EPBC) and state (FFG) instruments. A full listing 
oI species�communities and their conserYation status is 
provided in Appendix 5. 
 
In general, historical habitat loss has been the primary  
circumstance for so many of our species and communities 
to be considered as threatened. This loss of habitat has 
not only compromised the abundance and distribution 
of our species, but has also increased the incidence 

and subsequent impact of other threatening processes 
(such as land and water salinisation, invasive plants and 
animals, altered hydrological regimes, soil erosion and 
constrained regenerative capacity). 
 
,t is diI¿cult to proYide an oYerall picture oI the 
current condition of the region’s threatened species 
and ecological communities. Some populations are 
comprehensively observed and reported on, while others 
remain somewhat cryptic due to insuI¿cient resources to 
support systematic surveys, or the nature of the species 
itself. Without an understanding of the trajectory of a 
larger range of species and communities, the number 
of species listed as threatened and their associated 
conservation status will continue to be applied as a  
proxy indicator of condition. 

This section provides an overview on the current condition of biodiversity in the Mallee. State-wide and 
regional indicators have been applied to establish a baseline, and where available identify long term trends, 
from which progress against our medium-term (6-year) and long-term outcome targets for biodiversity can  
be determined. 

3.1.2  Condition & Trends

21 VAGO (Victorian Auditor-General’s Office). 2021. Protecting Victoria’s Biodiversity: Independent assurance report to Parliament, no. 266
22 Victorian Biodiversity Atlas: Database filtered to include records for 1990 – 2021 period only.
23 Note: Recent changes to the FFG Act Threatened list have removed duplication by establishing a single comprehensive list of threatened flora and fauna species. All  
 non-statutory lists under the Victorian Threatened Species Advisory List have now been revoked (source: https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/conserving-threatened- 
 species/threatened-list).
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Table 4  |  Number of threatened species and communities 
recorded as occurring in the Mallee at each level of listing.
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Growling Grass Frog.


